
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ACCEPT 
Who are the people around us in a storm? Are we walking in the storm with them or keeping our distance? How might 
we walk in the storm with them? 
 
ENCOURAGE 
“The Lord is the everlasting God, 
    the Creator of all the earth. 
He never grows weak or weary. 
    No one can measure the depths of his understanding. 
He gives power to the weak 
    and strength to the powerless.”  Isaiah 40:28b-29 

• What were the positive, encouraging experiences people saw this week? Where might God have been in those 
situations? 

• What were some of the difficult situations or experiences of the week? Where might God have been during 
those times? 

 
Share Scriptural words of encouragement with each other based on how you have been praying for each other this week. 

 
TEACH 
Teaching Summary – (Click here for a link to the summary video) 
Most of us want a God that can do miracles because there is always something too big or too hard for us that we need 
God to do. So, if God should calm a storm or raise the dead, it is no surprise to anyone. This is what gods do or they are 
no god at all. The real surprise comes when God, instead of calming the storm, should walk out into it and, instead of 
raising the dead, should grieve at the funeral even more than the family. Most of us don’t even want a God like that but 
sometimes that’s the only God there is.   

Review Questions 
1. When life has been hard, what has been your view of God? What role did you think God should play? How have 

you talked to God during those times? 

2. Think back on a storm, an extremely difficult time, in your life. Who was present during that storm? Which 

people in your life helped you through the struggle? What made those people different from other people in 

your life? Jesus shows us that God is present with us during the storm. 

3. When you think about God, what characteristic do you tend to think about first? Do you tend think first about 

God being powerful or loving? 

Transformation Questions 
1. What do you think God is saying to you about? 
2. What is keeping you from doing this? 
3. If you were to do it, what might be a good first step? 
4. Who will you tell? Or who will you ask to help you? 
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JOHN 6:16-21; 11:17-37 
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REFLECT AND CORRECT 

• Is our group a safe place for others to be vulnerable? What would need to change to make this a reality? 

• What struggle for the coming week do you feel comfortable sharing with the group? 

• What might you do to improve (even if you can’t completely fix it) a current relationship that is strained or 
broken? 

 
 
SERVE 

• Can you name 3 ways people in your group or organization might need the help or support of everyone else? 

• What are some tangible ways the group might meet these needs? 
 

PRAY 
Here is a guided prayer based on Psalm 28. The leader can start and people in the group can finish each sentence. 

“The Lord gives his people strength. 

  Lead us like a shepherd and carry us in your arms forever.”  

(give people a moment to be silent and listen) 

• “I pray to you, O LORD, you are my…” 

• “Listen to my prayer for mercy as I cry out to you for help. This week I need to you to…” 

• “You, LORD are my strength and shield. I trust you with all my heart and this week I need to trust you with…” 

• “LORD, you help me, and my heart is filled with joy. I burst out in songs of thanksgiving when I think about…” 

“The Lord gives his people strength. 

  Lead us like a shepherd and carry us in your arms forever.” 

 Amen. 

 

Share ways you can pray for each other over the coming week. 

Spend time praying with each other now, listening to God for ways to pray. 


