
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ACCEPT 
What new things are you currently trying to do? How can the group empower you to do those things? 
 
ENCOURAGE 
“Even when I walk through the darkest valley,  
I will not be afraid, for you are close beside me. 
Your rod and your staff protect and comfort me.”  Psalm 23:4 
 

• What were the positive, encouraging experiences people saw this week? Where might God have been in those 
situations? 

• What were some of the difficult situations or experiences of the week? Where might God have been during 
those times? 

 
Share Scriptural words of encouragement with each other based on how you have been praying for each other this week. 

 
TEACH 
Teaching Summary 
It is common, today, to hear religious people say that God is love. Isn’t that what the Bible says? But has anyone 
wondered what His love is capable of? Have they wondered if there are not, perhaps, sides to it that we have not seen 
and will not accept? These two stories, told on the way to Jerusalem, reveal how loyal and furious is the love of God, 
such that we do not want to be on the wrong side of it. Apparently, this can happen even to those safe inside the 
“temple” system. Can it happen to us? If so, how should this inform the God we worship? What God have we worshiped 
that, perhaps, should die on the road to Jerusalem? 

Review Questions 
1. Do you tend to see God as love with little holiness and righteous anger or do you tend to see God as holy other, 

hard to understand his loving presence? 

2. How do you tell the difference between “righteous anger” and just being angry? 

3. What walls do churches have keeping people out today? How might those walls be torn down? 

4. What walls do you have up that exclude people from experiencing God? 

Transformation Questions 
1. What do you think God is saying to you? 
2. What is keeping you from doing this? 
3. If you were to do it, what might be a good first step? 
4. Who will you tell? Or who will you ask to help you? 

 
REFLECT AND CORRECT 

• Because of the relationships in this group, have you become aware of areas for growth in your life? Is the group 
aware and helping you form new habits to grow? 

• Does this group focus on the habits of Jesus in a way that is helping you apply those habits to your life? If so, 
how? If not, how can the group begin to do this? 
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SERVE 

• Share a time when someone else helped you do something that was difficult that you couldn’t do for yourself. 

• How might people in the group help each other now? 
 

PRAY 
Here is a guided prayer based on Psalm 143. The leader can start and people in the group can finish each sentence. 

“Hear my prayer, O Lord; 

    listen to my plea! 

    Answer me because you are faithful and righteous.”  

(give people a moment to be silent and listen) 

• “I remember the days of old. I ponder all your great works and think about what you have done. You have…” 

• “I am losing all hope; I am paralyzed with fear. I am afraid because…” 

• “Show me where to walk, for I give myself to you. This week I need you to show me how to…” 

• “Let me hear of your unfailing love each morning, for I am trusting you to…” 

“Teach me to do your will, 

    for you are my God. 

May your gracious Spirit lead me forward 

    on a firm footing.” 

 Amen. 

 

Share ways you can pray for each other over the coming week. 

Spend time praying with each other now, listening to God for ways to pray. 


