
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ACCEPT 
What are you keeping hidden about yourself that might be keeping you from accepting others as openly as you could? 
 
ENCOURAGE 
“The LORD your God is living among you. 
He is a mighty savior. 
He will take delight in you with gladness. 
With his love, he will calm all your fears. 
He will rejoice over you with joyful songs.”  Zephaniah 3:17 
 

• What were the positive, encouraging experiences people saw this week? Where might God have been in those 
situations? 

• What were some of the difficult situations or experiences of the week? Where might God have been during 
those times? 

 
Share Scriptural words of encouragement with each other based on how you have been praying for each other this week. 

 
TEACH 
Teaching Summary (Click here for a brief sermon summary video) 
In Jesus’ day, as in ours, there were lots of expectations, social and political, swirling around the coming of Israel’s King. 
But what rode into Jerusalem that day was something else - something uninvited and underwhelming - such that 
everyone missed it. We still do. Now as then, even those shouting “Hosanna” seem oblivious to the subtle correction of 
Jesus to our expectations: “Our king comes to us righteous and having salvation . . . (but) riding on a donkey,” (Zech. 9:9; 
Jn. 12:15). The message is clear, and maybe we’ll see it “only after Jesus is glorified,” (Jn 12:16). Jesus is the savior of the 
world and he is able to do this from a minority position. Even today God enters the imperial city . . . riding on a donkey. 

Review Questions 
1. Think of a time when you were marginalized or excluded. What was said or done to make you feel this way? 

How much of this was the result of unthoughtful actions of others? How much was the result of a policy or 

system? How did that policy or system come to be? 

2. What are some ways we may try to practice justice, but we try to do it in the way of Pilate? What are some 

unintended consequences of this way? 

3. How can we practice justice without making more victims? 

4. How can we practice justice more faithfully in our group or organization? 

5. What are some references in the Scripture that speak to the type of justice God calls people to practice? 

Transformation Questions 
1. What do you think God is saying to you? 
2. What is keeping you from doing this? 
3. If you were to do it, what might be a good first step? 
4. Who will you tell? Or who will you ask to help you? 

 
REFLECT AND CORRECT 

• When was the last time you slowed down and did a self-evaluation of the choices you are making? Are you 
making choices that aren’t leading you in a positive direction? Who could you share with and ask to help you? 

APRIL 14, 2019 • JESUS AND THE IMPROBABLE REIGN OF GOD • STEVE DENEFF 

ISAIAH 42:1-4; JOHN 12:12-19 

https://vimeo.com/330336764


 
SERVE 

• If you’re willing, take some time to share about an area of your life where the group might be able to help you. 
Maybe you don’t need help yet but share something in which there is the possibility of help needed in the 
future. 

 

PRAY 
Here is a guided prayer based on Psalm 103. The leader can start and people in the group can finish each sentence. 

“Let all that I am praise the Lord; 

    with my whole heart, I will praise his holy name. 

Let all that I am praise the Lord; 

    may I never forget the good things he does for me.”  

(give people a moment to be silent and listen) 

• “He forgives all my sins. God, I need you forgiveness for…” 

• “He heals all my diseases. God, I’m asking you to heal…” 

• “The LORD gives righteousness and justice to all who are treated unfairly. We pray for justice for…” 

• “Praise the LORD, everything he has created, everything in all his kingdom. I praise you today for…” 

“Let all that I am praise the Lord; 

    with my whole heart, I will praise his holy name. 

Let all that I am praise the Lord; 

    may I never forget the good things he does for me.” 

 Amen. 

 

Share ways you can pray for each other over the coming week. 

Spend time praying with each other now, listening to God for ways to pray. 


