
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ACCEPT 
How might you practice hospitality this week, within or without your group? 

• Invite more people to your group? 
• If your group is at capacity, maybe you commission some people to start a new group? 
• Have your whole group write cards of encouragement at our cards care ministry tables on the first Sunday of the 

month (September 1) 
• Introduce yourself to someone new either in the pews around you or in the atrium on a Sunday morning 

 
ENCOURAGE 
“When pride comes, then comes disgrace, 
    but with humility comes wisdom.” Proverbs 11:2 
 

• What were the positive, encouraging experiences people saw this week? Where might God have been in those 
situations? 

• What were some of the difficult situations or experiences of the week? Where might God have been during 
those times? 

 
Share Scriptural words of encouragement with each other based on how you have been praying for each other this week. 

 
TEACH 
Teaching Summary 

In this well-known miracle is a parable for the contemporary Church. Like the father’s boy, we have been “robbed of our 
speech” (v.17). In the eyes of the public, we cannot speak because we cannot hear (v.26) and we cannot hear because 
we no longer believe (v.19, 29). We are “disenchanted,” by our overcrowded beliefs. Whenever we’re speechless, the 
solution is not to keep talking - though, often, that’s what we do - but to really listen, first to God and then to others 
before we know what the gospel really means for our world today.  

Review Questions 
1. Why do you think the Church has lost its voice? 
2. What other voices in your life fight for your attention? 
3. What is it like to be in the presence of someone you think hears from God? 
4. What practices or habits might you begin to help listen to God’s voice more? 
5. What do you want God to do in you as an individual? 

Transformation Questions 
1. What do you think God is saying to you? 
2. What is keeping you from doing this? 
3. If you were to do it, what might be a good first step? 
4. Who will you tell? Or who will you ask to help you? 

 
REFLECT AND CORRECT 
Reflect on these words from James 4:7-10 
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“Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near to God and he will come 
near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Grieve, mourn and wail. 
Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift 
you up.” 

 
• What do these verses bring to your mind? Share how these verses might lead you to pray. 

 
SERVE 
If CWC exists to make more and better disciples who transform the community and resource the Church, how might you 
and your group better serve the Marion community and/or the Church? Here are some suggestions: 

• You could sign up to make a meal together for the Kinwell Academy  
• You could sign up to serve communion or usher on a Sunday morning 
• Your group could volunteer for other ministries at CWC (care, hospitality, Splash, college/young adult, 

resourcing, etc.) 
• You and your group could each sign up to mentor a child at Frances Slocum 

 
 
PRAY 
Quiet yourself before the Lord and read this passage aloud from the prophet Isaiah. 
 
The Sovereign Lord has given me a well-instructed 
tongue, 
    to know the word that sustains the weary. 
He wakens me morning by morning, 
    wakens my ear to listen like one being instructed. 
The Sovereign Lord has opened my ears; 
    I have not been rebellious, 
    I have not turned away. 
I offered my back to those who beat me, 
    my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; 
I did not hide my face 
    from mocking and spitting. 
Because the Sovereign Lord helps me, 

    I will not be disgraced. 
Therefore have I set my face like flint, 
    and I know I will not be put to shame. 
He who vindicates me is near. 
    Who then will bring charges against me? 
    Let us face each other! 
Who is my accuser? 
    Let him confront me! 
It is the Sovereign Lord who helps me. 
    Who will condemn me? 
They will all wear out like a garment; 
    the moths will eat them up.

 
Read it aloud again, but this time pick out a word or phrase that sticks out to you. 

Read it aloud a third time, and afterwards, share your heartfelt response to God. 

Read it aloud one last time, allowing the Word of God to penetrate your heart, mind, and spirit. 

Close with a simple prayer of thanks to God. 

Share ways you can pray for each other over the coming week. 
Spend time praying with each other now, listening to God for ways to pray. 


