
December 4th, 2016 Sermon Discussion Guide 

Pastor Steve DeNeff 

“The New Normal” 

 

Gathering 

“Lord, may this scripture guide our discussion as well as our lives. Give us eyes to see and the grace to submit to Your 

work in our lives. Give us the wisdom and the courage to rally to you and find rest.” 

Isaiah 11:1-10 
 1 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 

    from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 
2 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him— 

    the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 

    the Spirit of counsel and of might, 

    the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord— 
3 and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. 

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, 

    or decide by what he hears with his ears; 
4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 

    with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. 

He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; 

    with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 
5 Righteousness will be his belt 

    and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 
6 The wolf will live with the lamb, 

    the leopard will lie down with the goat, 

the calf and the lion and the yearling together; 

    and a little child will lead them. 
7 The cow will feed with the bear, 

    their young will lie down together, 

    and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 
8 The infant will play near the cobra’s den, 

    and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest. 
9 They will neither harm nor destroy 

    on all my holy mountain, 

for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord 

    as the waters cover the sea. 
10 In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his resting 

place will be glorious. 

 

 

Prayer 

For those who live in poverty and fear for the lives of their families, Lord, hear our prayer. 

For those around the country living in fear of natural disaster or personal attack, Lord, hear our prayer. 

For those within College Wesleyan Church who lost or alone during the holidays, Lord, hear our prayer. 

For the needs that we have shared together on a personal level,… Lord, hear our prayer. 



Summary of the Sermon 

 As a group, recall the key points of Pastor Steve’s sermon. 

 How did God stir you during the service? How were you challenged or changed? 

Scripture 

Take the time to read aloud the scripture that was preached. Matthew 1:18-23; Romans 12:1-2 

 
 18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but 

before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit.19 Because Joseph her husband was 

faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 

20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do 

not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give 

birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 

22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a 

son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 

 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 

pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed 

by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and 

perfect will. 

 

Major Sermon Discussion Points 

 If you have ever heard people talk about the virgin birth in the past, what has that conversation been about and 

what have you thought about it? 

 Like Mary, God comes into our lives, not by our own work or positioning but by His action and will. How does 

this statement influence your view of being “born again?” 

 In salvation, we hear the Word, and make room in our hearts. If you have been born again, talk about how God 

shared His Word with you. (Give your testimony) 

Next Steps/Moving Forward 

Until you unite with God, you haven’t seen the true you yet. Our unholiness keeps us from being truly human. 

 What is something God is calling you to let go of that you are trying to hold onto? 

 What is something you are trying to let go of that God is calling you to hold onto? 

Closing Prayer 

Pray as you feel led as a group following your discussion or confess the following prayer individually or together: 

 

"Lord, add this to all thy blessings, -- let me be born again! Deny whatever thou pleasest, but deny not this; let me be 

'born from above!' Take away whatsoever seemeth thee good, -- reputation, fortune, friends, health, -- only give me this, 

to be born of the Spirit, to be received among the children of God! Let me be born, 'not of corruptible seed, but 

incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever;' and then let me daily 'grow in grace, and in the 

knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ!'" 

Amen. 


