
January 15th, 2016 Sermon Discussion Guide 

Pastor Emily Vermilya 

“Taking: Thinking and Acting Life an Owner” 

 

Gathering 

“Lord, may this scripture guide our discussion as well as our lives. Give us the grace to own what you have given us and 

partner with you in your mission.” 

Psalm 113:1-3; 7-9 
1 Praise the Lord. 

Praise the Lord, you his servants; 

    praise the name of the Lord. 
2 Let the name of the Lord be praised, 

    both now and forevermore. 
3 From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, 

    the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
7 He raises the poor from the dust 

    and lifts the needy from the ash heap; 
8 he seats them with princes, 

    with the princes of his people. 
9 He settles the childless woman in her home 

    as a happy mother of children. 

Praise the Lord. 

 

Prayer 

 For peace in places of violence throughout the world, Lord, hear our prayer. 

 For unity and reconciliation between all people in our country, Lord, hear our prayer. 

 For College Wesleyan church receive the gifts you have given us and steward them for the sake of the world, 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 For the needs that we have shared together on a personal level,… Lord, hear our prayer. 

Summary of the Sermon 

 As a group, recall the key points of Pastor Emily’s sermon. 

 How did God stir you during the service? How were you challenged or changed? 

Scripture 

Take the time to read aloud the scripture that was preached. Luke 19:11-27 

 
11 While they were listening to this, he went on to tell them a parable, because he was near Jerusalem and the people 

thought that the kingdom of God was going to appear at once. 12 He said: “A man of noble birth went to a distant country 

to have himself appointed king and then to return. 13 So he called ten of his servants and gave them ten minas. ‘Put this 

money to work,’ he said, ‘until I come back.’ 
14 “But his subjects hated him and sent a delegation after him to say, ‘We don’t want this man to be our king.’ 
15 “He was made king, however, and returned home. Then he sent for the servants to whom he had given the money, in 

order to find out what they had gained with it. 
16 “The first one came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned ten more.’ 
17 “‘Well done, my good servant!’ his master replied. ‘Because you have been trustworthy in a very small matter, take 

charge of ten cities.’ 
18 “The second came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned five more.’ 
19 “His master answered, ‘You take charge of five cities.’ 



20 “Then another servant came and said, ‘Sir, here is your mina; I have kept it laid away in a piece of cloth. 21 I was afraid 

of you, because you are a hard man. You take out what you did not put in and reap what you did not sow.’ 
22 “His master replied, ‘I will judge you by your own words, you wicked servant! You knew, did you, that I am a hard man, 

taking out what I did not put in, and reaping what I did not sow? 23 Why then didn’t you put my money on deposit, so that 

when I came back, I could have collected it with interest?’ 
24 “Then he said to those standing by, ‘Take his mina away from him and give it to the one who has ten minas.’ 
25 “‘Sir,’ they said, ‘he already has ten!’ 
26 “He replied, ‘I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but as for the one who has nothing, even what 

they have will be taken away. 27 But those enemies of mine who did not want me to be king over them—bring them here 

and kill them in front of me.’” 

 

Major Sermon Discussion Points 

 Our perception affects our behavior, choices, lifestyle, and interactions with the world around us. How do your 

perceptions influence the way you see the world? How do they influence the way you see God? How do they 

influence how you make decisions? 

 The 3 servants and perception 

o The 1st servant perceives the master and generous with a great deal of trust. This empowers the servant 

to be creative and bold. 

o The 3rd servant receives the gift like shackles on his hands and feet. He perceives the master as hard and 

unforgiving with unreachable standards. This causes him to respond with obligation and debt. 

o The 2nd servant sees the master as reasonable but still intimidating. He is optimistic but still guarded and 

this leads him to protect himself from being responsible for too much. He is just trying to appease the 

master. 

 The master was looking for faithfulness. 

Next Steps/Moving Forward 

 How do you perceive God? If you close your eyes right now and imagine God somewhere in the room, where is 

he and what is he doing? 

 To which servant in the parable do you most relate? Why? 

 What gifts have you received from God? 

 How mighty you practice the daily discipline of taking the gifts God has given you? 

Closing Prayer 

Pray as you feel led as a group following your discussion or confess the following prayer individually or together: 

 

(A prayer of Thomas Aquinas) 

Loving God 

I believe that You 

are the source of every blessing 

and You have blessed me with 

all that I have and all that I am. 

Help me to joyfully enter into 

the grace of giving 

as well as into the 

happiness of serving. 

Amen. 


