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“The Ultimate Test of Worship” 

 

Gathering 

“Lord, may this scripture guide our discussion as well as our lives. Let us approach the mountain and see you in all your 

glory and give us power to be agents of transformation.” 

John 15:9-17 
 13 We are not like Moses, who put a veil over his face so the people of Israel would not see the glory, even though it was 

destined to fade away. 14 But the people’s minds were hardened, and to this day whenever the old covenant is being 

read, the same veil covers their minds so they cannot understand the truth. And this veil can be removed only by 

believing in Christ. 15 Yes, even today when they read Moses’ writings, their hearts are covered with that veil, and they do 

not understand. 
16 But whenever someone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 For the Lord is the Spirit, and wherever the Spirit of 

the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 So all of us who have had that veil removed can see and reflect the glory of the Lord. And 

the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more and more like him as we are changed into his glorious image. 

 

Prayer 

 For peace in an age of violence. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 For truth to be clear. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 For each person at CWC to see You and be transformed. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 For the needs that we have shared together on a personal level,… Lord, hear our prayer. 

Summary of the Sermon 

 As a group, recall the key points of Pastor Steve’s sermon. 

 How did God stir you during the service? How were you challenged or changed? 

Scripture 

Take the time to read aloud the scripture that was preached. Luke 9:18-22, 28-43a 
 

18  One day Jesus left the crowds to pray alone. Only his disciples were with him, and he asked them, “Who do people say I 

am?” 
19 “Well,” they replied, “some say John the Baptist, some say Elijah, and others say you are one of the other ancient 

prophets risen from the dead.” 
20 Then he asked them, “But who do you say I am?” 

Peter replied, “You are the Messiah sent from God!” 
21 Jesus warned his disciples not to tell anyone who he was. 22 “The Son of Man must suffer many terrible things,” he 

said. “He will be rejected by the elders, the leading priests, and the teachers of religious law. He will be killed, but on the 

third day he will be raised from the dead.” 
28 About eight days later Jesus took Peter, John, and James up on a mountain to pray. 29 And as he was praying, the 

appearance of his face was transformed, and his clothes became dazzling white. 30 Suddenly, two men, Moses and Elijah, 

appeared and began talking with Jesus.31 They were glorious to see. And they were speaking about his exodus from this 

world, which was about to be fulfilled in Jerusalem. 
32 Peter and the others had fallen asleep. When they woke up, they saw Jesus’ glory and the two men standing with 

him. 33 As Moses and Elijah were starting to leave, Peter, not even knowing what he was saying, blurted out, “Master, it’s 

wonderful for us to be here! Let’s make three shelters as memorials—one for you, one for Moses, and one for 

Elijah.”34 But even as he was saying this, a cloud overshadowed them, and terror gripped them as the cloud covered 

them. 



35 Then a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, my Chosen One. Listen to him.” 36 When the voice finished, Jesus was 

there alone. They didn’t tell anyone at that time what they had seen. 
37 The next day, after they had come down the mountain, a large crowd met Jesus. 38 A man in the crowd called out to 

him, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son, my only child. 39 An evil spirit keeps seizing him, making him scream. It throws 

him into convulsions so that he foams at the mouth. It batters him and hardly ever leaves him alone. 40 I begged your 

disciples to cast out the spirit, but they couldn’t do it.” 
41 Jesus said, “You faithless and corrupt people! How long must I be with you and put up with you?” Then he said to the 

man, “Bring your son here.” 
42 As the boy came forward, the demon knocked him to the ground and threw him into a violent convulsion. But Jesus 

rebuked the evil spirit and healed the boy. Then he gave him back to his father. 43 Awe gripped the people as they saw this 

majestic display of God’s power. 

 

Major Sermon Discussion Points 

 Tell a story of a time when you encountered God. 

 Christianity is not a religion where you watch Jesus on a big screen. Instead, you take up your cross and follow. 

 On the mountain, the disciples saw Jesus in all of his fullness. They were fascinated and terrified at the same 

time. 

o True worship shows us where the world is going. It paints a picture of how all things will be made new. 

 Jesus takes his disciples back down the mountain to the people. 

o The reason the disciples can’t cast out the evil spirits isn’t because they lack compassion or will. It is 

because they lack power. Without the power of Christ found on the mountain, we can’t transform the 

people. 

o We can’t “compassion” evil out of people. 

Next Steps/Moving Forward 

 How are you encountering God through worship? Are you being transformed? What are you expecting as you 

come to worship? 

 How are you approaching “the people” in your life? Are you trying to transform them through compassion or are 

you responding to the power of Christ? 

Closing Prayer 

Pray as you feel led as a group following your discussion or pray the following prayer individually or together: 

 

(from Ephesians 1:19-23) 

I also pray that you will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power for us who believe him. This is the same 

mighty power that raised Christ from the dead and seated him in the place of honor at God’s right hand in the heavenly 

realms. Now he is far above any ruler or authority or power or leader or anything else—not only in this world but also in 

the world to come. God has put all things under the authority of Christ and has made him head over all things for the 

benefit of the church. And the church is his body; it is made full and complete by Christ, who fills all things everywhere 

with himself. 

Amen. 


