
February 5, 2017 Sermon Discussion Guide 

Pastor Steve DeNeff 

“GIVING: Releasing What We Cannot Keep” 

 

Gathering 

“Lord, may this scripture guide our discussion as well as our lives. Give us the grace to love well by giving generously.” 

John 3:16-17 
 16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

 

Prayer 

 For building tensions across nations and people groups, grant peace and reconciliation. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 For those feeling excluded and hated, give hope and love through your people. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 For College Wesleyan Church to show love that gives generously. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 For the needs that we have shared together on a personal level,… Lord, hear our prayer. 

Summary of the Sermon 

 As a group, recall the key points of Pastor Steve’s sermon. 

 How did God stir you during the service? How were you challenged or changed? 

Scripture 

Take the time to read aloud the scripture that was preached. Luke 10:25-37 
 

 25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal 

life?” 
26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 
27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all 

your mind; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 
28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 
29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 
30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped 

him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, 

and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, 

passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took 

pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own 

donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the 

innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ 
36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” 
37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” 

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 

 

 

  



Major Sermon Discussion Points 

 “When you love, you give. You can give without loving but you can’t love without giving.” What are your 

reactions to this statement? 

 What do you think you would do if you received $2million today? Do you think you might experience “false hope 

syndrome?” Do you think you would be a different type of person if your circumstances were different? 

 What area of “giving” surprises you most about the story of the Good Samaritan? 

 The giving of time 

 The giving of money/resources 

 The risk taken for the traveler 

 The three ways of giving: 

 Systematic Giving – regular, ritualistic, and given to one’s deity 

 This giving isn’t focused on a cause or a vision but instead an altar. 

 Spontaneous Giving – giving that meets a need in the moment 

 This is a gift focusing on a vision or a cause where God is at work and invites us to participate 

 Sacrificial Giving – God pushes us to give more, even more than we can afford 

 This giving teaches us the dispossession of things. 

 Changes the way we give and our standard of living.  

Next Steps/Moving Forward 

 Which of the three ways of giving are you “best” at? Which do you struggle with? Why? 

 Is God calling you to change the way you love and the way you give? 

 How is God calling you to live differently through this discussion on loving and giving? 

 Make some commitments to each other and hold each other accountable to those commitments. 

Closing Prayer 

Pray as you feel led as a group following your discussion or confess the following prayer individually or together: 

 

(2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
 6 Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one who plants generously will get 

a generous crop. 7 You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to 

pressure. “For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.”  8 And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will 

always have everything you need and plenty left over to share with others. 9 As the Scriptures say, 

“They share freely and give generously to the poor. 

    Their good deeds will be remembered forever.” 
10 For God is the one who provides seed for the farmer and then bread to eat. In the same way, he will provide and 

increase your resources and then produce a great harvest of generosity in you. 
11 Yes, you will be enriched in every way so that you can always be generous. And when we take your gifts to those who 

need them, they will thank God. 

Amen. 


