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“Making Peace” 

Pastor Steve DeNeff 

Matthew 5:21-24, 38-42; Ephesians 2:14-18 
 

Opening Prayer: 

Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that as the Scriptures are read and your Word 

is discussed, we may hear with joy what you say to us today. Amen. 

 

Discussion Starter: 

Share about a time something was relevant to you even if it wasn’t popular. Talk about the difference between 

Christianity being relevant versus Christianity being popular. What is significant about this distiction and how 

does it change the way we live as the people of God? 

 

Sermon Summary: 

Review the sermon as a group. 

• What key points or ideas stood out to you? 

• How did the Spirit stir you to action or change? 

• What other Scripture passages came to mind during the sermon and why? 

o Other passages referenced:  

 

Key sermon points: 

• Our culture assumes that bad behavior requires a penalty. 

The problem with payback is that no one keeps the same score. 

• Jesus doesn’t talk about peace the way he does just because 

he is nice. He talks about peace because he is smart and knows 

something about enemies that we don’t know. 

• Shalom is a well ordered life in which what is done benefits 

the integrity of everyone in the relationship. 

• Quiet Spirit – Start with examining our habits. We need to 

get away from those things that influence us away from 

peacemaking. 

• Reconciling Spirit – If we have offended someone we strive 

to make it right. Relationships are more important than ideas so we need to break the habit of having 

the last wordl. 

1. We might need to run into conflict instead of away from it 

2. We need to listen more than we talk and seek to understand rather than be understood. 

• Gracious Spirit – Living the Gospel functions on love rather than retribution. 



• Love For Our Enemies – Growing to this level comes as the Spirit grows us in the previous levels. We truly 

begin to have the love of God for all people. 

 

Next Steps: 

• When have I made peace? What was that like? What did it require? 

• When haven’t I made peace? What were the hurdles that kept you from making peace? 

• When could I make peace? 

 

Prayer: 

Spend some time sharing ways you can pray for each other. Specifically in regards to how you will respond to 

the sermon. 

 

Peace Prayer of St. Francis 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: 

where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; 

where there is doubt, faith; 

where there is despair, hope; 

where there is darkness, light; 

where there is sadness, joy.  

 

O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 

to be consoled as to console, 

to be understood as to understand, 

to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive,  

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,  

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

Amen. 


