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“The Hope of the Gospel” 

Pastor Steve DeNeff 

2 Corinthians 5:16-20; 6:1-2 

 
 

Opening Prayer: 

“I have hidden your word in my heart, 

    that I might not sin against you. 

I praise you, O Lord; 

    teach me your decrees.” (Psalm 119:11-12) 

 

Discussion Starter: 

Share a story of a time when you or your children were lost.  

 

Sermon Summary: 

Review the sermon as a group. 

• What key points or ideas form this week’s sermon stood out to you? 

• How did the Spirit stir you to action or change? 

• What other Scripture passages came to mind during the sermon and why? 

o Other Scriptures referenced: Luke 7:36-50; Galatians 6:10; Luke 5:12-16; Luke 5: 1-11 

 

Key sermon points: 

• Our fundamental problem is that we are separated/alienated from God. (2 Corinthians 5:19) 

• Everything else we do is just addressing symptoms of the fundamental problem. 

• If this is true, how does it influence the way we approach our relationships? 

• Independence is a wonderful thing as long as you are anchored to something that doesn’t move. 

• Luke 7:36-50 – When Jesus reconciles people to himself, their situations change. The woman who 

announted Jesus went from sinner to saint. 

• How did Micky’s story speak to you? 

• Luke 5:12-16 – Most people were afraid that if they touched the leper, they would get what he has. 

Jesus knew that if he touched the leper, the leper would get what Jesus has. 

• Jesus touched the leper before he said anything. What is the significance of that fact? How does 

it influence the way we engage people? 

• How did Leann’s story speak to you? 

• Luke 5:1-11 – Peter said to Jesus, “Because you say so, I’ll do it.” This simple act of obedience changed 

the direction of Peter’s life. Is there something Jesus is calling you to do? Will you do it? 

• How did Gary’s story speak to you? 



 

Next Steps: 

• Is there someone in your life that you sense God calling you to be a part of their spiritual journey? If 

not, are you praying to have a person like this in your life? 

• Rather than looking at their symptoms, find a way to see how they need to be reconciled to God. 

 

Prayer: 

Spend some time sharing ways you can pray for each other. Pray about how you will respond to the sermon. 


