
 

December 3, 2017 

“A Way in a Manger” 

Pastor Steve DeNeff 

Isaiah 42:1-4; John 1:1-5, 10-13 

 
 

Opening Prayer: 

“Open my eyes that I may see 

    wonderful things in your law. 

Your statutes are my delight; 

    they are my counselors.” (Psalm 119:18, 24) 

 

Discussion Starter: 

Who was/is your favorite superhero and why?  

 

Sermon Summary: 

Review the sermon as a group. 

• What key points or ideas form this week’s sermon stood out to you? 

• How did the Spirit stir you to action or change? 

• What other Scripture passages came to mind during the sermon and why? 

o Other Scriptures referenced: Luke 2:4-16; 1 Corinthians 1:26-31; Colossians 3:12-17 

 

Key sermon points: 

• In the manger is the entire message of Christmas and Christianity. How can you begin to slow down this 

advent season and spend some time looking at the manger? 

• In the superhero narrative: 

• A villain is taking over the world and no one can stop them. People feel helpless and seek justice. 

• The hero busts in from the outside, faces the evil villain, and, in a few moments, all is made 

right. 

• These stories seem to be written in times of villains and when people feel helpless. 

• In what ways are we looking for superheroes today? 

• The manger is a different way of dealing with injustice. 

• Luke 2:12 calls the babe in the manger a “sign.” 

▪ Signs are miracles! This is who our savior is and as a baby in a manger is how he saves the 

world. 

• We are the people of this savior in the manger. This is the way we participate in saving the 

world. 

▪ We will be ordinary, living the same way day after day and many will never notice. 



• Read 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 – How does this passage influence the way you view your role in the 

Kingdom of God? 

 

Next Steps: 

• You will do things that are ordinary. But when you do them in the name of Jesus, you will begin to 

change the world.  

• How might you need to change your perspective on the mundane tasks of your life? How do we “live in 

the name of Jesus?” 

• In what areas of your life will you intentionally live in the name of Jesus this week? 

 

Prayer: 

Pray Colossians 3:12-17 together: 

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance 

against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all 

together in perfect unity. 
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace.And be 

thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all 

wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And 

whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 

Father through him. 

 

Spend some time sharing ways you can pray for each other. Pray about how you will respond to the sermon. 


