
 

December 10, 2017 

“How Silently, How Silently” 

Pastor Steve DeNeff 

Epesians 1:9-10; Luke 2:1-7 

 
 

Opening Prayer: 

“I hold fast to your statutes, Lord; 

    do not let me be put to shame. 

I run in the path of your commands, 

    for you have broadened my understanding.” (Psalm 119:31-32) 

 

Discussion Starter: 

Share about a time when you looked for something and it was in an obvious place. Why do you think you 

couldn’t see it?   

 

Sermon Summary: 

Review the sermon as a group. 

• What key points or ideas form this week’s sermon stood out to you? 

• How did the Spirit stir you to action or change? 

• What other Scripture passages came to mind during the sermon and why? 

o Other Scriptures referenced: Luke 1:39-45 (Elizabeth and Mary); Luke 2:25-36 (Simeon) 

 

Key sermon points: 

• What if the Kingdom of God is coming today the way it did in the time of Jesus but we don’t see it 

because we expect something else? 

• God’s work in the story of Mary is painfully slow. 

• Mary gets the news and is left with nothing but a promise and the waiting. 

• She visits Elizabeth and gets confirmation about what God has promised. 

▪ “You are blessed because you believed that the Lord would do what he said.” (Luke 

1:45) 

▪ Share about a time when you felt like God was leading you in a direction or making a 

promise and that was confirmed by someone else. What was that like? 

• After 3 months with Elizabeth, Mary goes back home to the rumors. 

▪ It is in the period of waiting that what you are waiting for is fully formed. 

• Simeon declares that he has seen the Lord’s salvation but that the sword will pierce the heart of 

Mary as well. 



• The promises of God take time. He doesn’t use force or power, instead, He waits. What God changes, 

stays changed and doesn’t create other victims in the process. 

• Have you ever seen someone force their vision or passion and hurt others in the process? How did 

that impact the vision this person was trying to move forward? 

• The posture of advent is patience and staying in the promise for a long time even if you don’t see the 

return. We wait without control. 

• Holy doubt is faith looking for a reason to believe. There is no doubt that God can do something 

but you’re unsure about your place in the promise. 

▪ Have you ever experienced holy doubt? Share about those experiences. 

 

Next Steps: 

• Are there promises from God that you feel you are still waiting to receive? If you’re comfortable, share it 

with the group. 

• Spend some time praying with each other about these promises. 

 

Prayer: 

Blessed are you because you believed that the Lord would do what he said. 

 

Spend some time sharing ways you can pray for each other. Pray about how you will respond to the sermon. 


