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“A Different Kind of Power” 

Pastor Matthew Beck 

Matthew 2:1-12; Luke 1:46-55 

 
 

Opening Prayer: 

“May your unfailing love come to me, Lord, 

    your salvation, according to your promise” (Psalm 119:41) 

 

Discussion Starter: 

Share about a story that captivated you. What made it captivating? How did it influence you?   

 

Sermon Summary: 

Review the sermon as a group. 

• What key points or ideas form this week’s sermon stood out to you? 

• How did the Spirit stir you to action or change? 

• What other Scripture passages came to mind during the sermon and why? 

o Other Scriptures referenced:  

 

Key sermon points: 

• Matthew sets up the story showing us the way of two kings. The way of Herod and the way of Jesus. 

• What are some of the differences between the way of Herod and the way of Jesus? 

• The one way in which the two kings are the same is that they are both vulnerable. 

• How does Herod deal with his vulnerability? How does Jesus deal with vulnerability? 

• Herod claimed to worship with his words but enacted policies that destroyed the poorest and must 

vulnerable in the kingdom. While the company of Jesus was the lowly – teenagers, refugees, gentiles, 

marginalized shepherds, etc. 

• The way of Herod has the promise of power but this promise is a lie. Power lies in the promise in the 

manger in Bethlehem. The power of Jesus alone gives us hope. 

• The weakness of the manger reveals the power of Jesus in weakness. Jesus is a servant until his death. 

• The power we have is not grasped, but received and not to be kept, but given away. 

• All of us are somewhere on the spectrum between Herod and Jesus. 

• Are you grasping for power or giving it away?  

 

Next Steps: 

1. In this season, where do I feel most vulnerable or “lowly”?  

2. What am I doing with my vulnerability?  



3. Has my vulnerability caused me to grasp for power?  

4. Has my vulnerability caused me misplace my trust in the promise of power?  

5. Is there any bit of “Herod” in me that needs to be dethroned today?  

6. Is there anyone in my life that I can empower? 

7. What is one next step I can take to do that this week?  

 

Prayer: 

Spend some time sharing ways you can pray for each other. Pray about how you will respond to the sermon. 


