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Prayer: 

I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the 

Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. I pray that the eyes of 

your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has 

called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, and his incomparably 

great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength he exerted 

when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 

realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is 

invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.   Ephesians 1:17-21 

Discussion Starter 

• Who has been the most influential in the way you pray? Who “taught” you to pray? 

Sermon Summary 

Our image of God is most evident when we pray. What do we sound like? Who do we think is 

on the other end? Somewhere along the way, we go from “Our Father” to “Dear Lord.” We 

go from saying what is on our hearts, to saying what we think he wants to hear. What if 

praying could be simpler, more natural and engaging? But how? In his conversations with 

God, Abraham modeled a kind of prayer that was unusual in his day, and in ours, and 

without trying he shows us another way of talking to another kind of God. 

Sermon Review Questions 

• Share about your past experience with prayer using the questions below: 

o What is your image of God when you prayer? What is God like? What is God 

doing? 

o What is your predominant disposition when you pray? 

o What is driving your prayers? 

o What do you usually think will happen as a result of prayer? 

• How are you training your instinct to pray? 
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Transformation Questions 

1. What do you think God is saying to you? 

2. What is keeping you from doing this? 

3. If you were to do it, what might be a good first step? 

4. Who will you tell? Or who will you ask to help you? 

Habit 

When you pray: 

• Realize that you are really in God’s presence. Take some time meditating on this fact 

before you begin to pray. 

• Pray with the boldness of a child, never underestimating the power of the ask of a 

child. 

• Remember this is a conversation, not a monologue. Take time to speak and then take 

time to listen. 

• Talk out loud when you pray. Pray out loud when you are by yourself and pray out 

loud with others. 

Quote 

“The more we pray, the more we think to pray, and as we see the results of prayer-
the responses of our Father to our requests-our confidence in God's power spills over into 
other areas of our life.” 

Dallas Willard 


