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Isaiah 43:15-21 
 

Prayer 
I pray that your love will overflow more and more, and that you will keep on growing in knowledge and 

understanding. For I want you to understand what really matters, so that you may live pure and blameless lives 

until the day of Christ’s return. May you always be filled with the fruit of your salvation—the righteous 

character produced in your life by Jesus Christ—for this will bring much glory and praise to God.  

Philippians 1:9-11 

 

Discussion Starter 
What are some significant cultural changes you’ve experienced in your lifetime? How has that change impacted 

the way people live? (Example: Corded phones changing to cell phones.) 

 

Sermon Summary 
We are people of ritual and routine. We like what's known—the things we can predict and plan for. We like to 

presume that the good things we have known and been a part of in the past will continue in the days ahead. 

But the story of God is filled with examples of the Lord disrupting the norm for the sake of doing something 

greater…"a new thing."  And while neither God nor his mission ever change, the manner in which he 

accomplishes his will and ways is ever-changing, keeping us alert, active, and aware of his presence in our 

midst, and calling us to join him in his transforming work.   

 

Sermon Review Questions 
• Have you ever experienced a change in a place or organization that has forced you to change in a 

significant way? Share about that experience. What was that like and how did the change impact you? 

• God is a creative, adaptive, and innovative God who often disrupts cultural “norms.” Have you ever 

sensed God leading you to change your “normal?” Did you change? What did you learn about God 

through that experience?  

 

Transformation Questions 
1. What do you think God is saying to you? 

2. What is keeping you from doing this? 

3. If you were to do it, what might be a good first step? 

4. Who will you tell? Or who will you ask to help you? 



 

Habit 
Spend time each day listening for God in the quiet. Ask God if there are “normals” in your life that, if changed, 

would help share the heritage of the Gospel. Write down what you think you might be hearing and continue to 

pray about that change. After a period of time, share this with someone you trust and ask them to pray with 

you. 

 

Quote 
“Just as worship begins in holy expectancy, it ends in holy obedience. If worship does not propel us into greater 

obedience, it has not been worship. To stand before the Holy One of eternity is to change. Resentments cannot 

be held with the same tenacity when we enter his gracious light. As Jesus says, we need to leave our gift at the 

altar and go set the matter straight (Matthew 5:23, 24). In worship, an increased power steals its way into the 

heart sanctuary, an increased compassion grows in the soul. To worship is to change.” 

Richard Foster 

Celebration of Discipline 

 


